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Educational Philosophies
Educational philosophies are ideologies that focus on the nature of knowledge as well as how learners glean the knowledge. An educational philosophy is an individual statement that is used by a teacher as a guiding principle on education-related issues, like the role of teachers in classroom and society as well as how a student's potential and learning can be maximized (Arends et al., 2001). A teacher's educational philosophy has an immense effect on a student's performance. Different philosophical models are applied in curriculums in different parts of the world. This essay aims first to analyze the five educational philosophies used by teachers which include perennialism, realism, idealism, existentialism, and experimentalism. Second, I will also provide my belief in each educational philosophy. Finally, I will give a rationale for why I prefer experimentalism educational philosophy over other philosophies.  
Perennialism maintains that schools aim to teach students to accept their positions in the society constructed through tradition. According to perennials, the society has a natural (default) order, and hence schools should serve as testing platforms to determine the position of a student in the default order (Arends et al., 2001). Thus, schools should provide an academic curriculum to all children in the society based on compendiums of fundamental knowledge that has been tested from the classical era to the contemporary. The purpose of a perennialism curriculum is to prepare students through a general and broad approach. Students who appear best in this curriculum are termed as leaders in society. This educational philosophy contends that teachers should be role models of all educated people.
Realism, as an educational philosophy, was harmonized from Aristotle's idea that there is an actual reality, and things do exist whether we perceive them or not. Educational realism contends that student study critical thinking, logic, and applies scientific methods to view and comprehend reality. A realist curriculum focuses on the subject matter of the physical world, in particular, mathematics and science. A realist teacher teaches content within a discipline through demonstrations and criteria for making decisions. The educational methods in realism philosophy emphasize necessary skills which entails memorization and presentation as well as mastery of facts (Arends et al., 2001). Students are expected to show high abilities to think scientifically and critically, using experimentation and observation. Therefore, a realism curriculum is standardized, scientific, and specific-discipline based (Silvernail, 2015). 
Idealism philosophy was constructed from Plato's thought that an idea is the only actual reality. Idealism maintains that the purpose of education is for an individual to discover self (self-awareness) and develop moral merit, to be useful in society. An idealist curriculum focuses on the subject matter of mind: philosophy, literature, religion, and history. The teaching methods applied by idealists include discussion, lecture, and Socratic dialogue which entail questioning to help learners to discover and confirm knowledge (Arends et al., 2001). Usually, whole-part logic insight, introspection, and intuition are used to convey realization to concepts underlying in the human mind. In this philosophy, the character is developed by imitating heroes/heroines and other perfect examples. 
In existentialism philosophy, the physical world makes no sense outside the human reality. In other words, the nature of reality is personal and lies within an individual. Thus, according to existentialists, choices and standards should be in individual. In existentialism curriculum, the subject matter should be determined by the student. Educators view a student as a unit within a social context; the student must confirm views from other individuals to confirm his/her opinions (Arends et al., 2001). In existentialism education, character development focuses on an individual's duty of making decisions. The right answers come from an individual, not an outside entity. In this curriculum, educators are opposed to the idea of standardizing, tracking, or testing students. Therefore, existentialism philosophy emphasizes on teaching self-actualization and self-direction (Wiles, 2014). 
In experimentalism philosophy, only observable and experienced things are considered as real. Analogous to rationalists and realists, experimentalists connect reality with experience. However, contrary to realists, they believe that reality is subject to change since the world is dynamic and evolving. Thus, people have to learn by applying new thoughts and experiences to the arising challenges (Arends et al., 2001). Experimentalist’s curriculum focuses on the subject matter of social experience. The students in experimentalism philosophy are expected to adapt to other students as well as the environment (Arends et al., 2001). The curriculum is dependent on circumstance, time, and context of place. The experimentalism approach teaches different cultural and ethnic groups to live together and upholds a democratic association.
Perennialism grades students based on standardized tests and maintains that the best graded should be society leaders.  I believe perennials are misinformed since bright students do not translate to better leaders. I agree with realists’ ideology that things do not stop to happen because they are outside the human senses. The only thing I disagree with them is that reality does not change. On idealism theory, I believe it should incorporate into an educational curriculum. The idea that knowledge is gleaned through the senses is right, and according to me, this is empirical truth. I am entirely against existentialism approach, which focuses on individual standards and choices. Finally, I take the experimentalism approach as an all-inclusive educational philosophy.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Experimentalism educational philosophy takes my full credit to be the primary curriculum in the U.S and all societies of the world that uphold democracy. While all the educational philosophies have some truths in them, I find experimentalism philosophy to be well rounded-up and suitable, especially, to the modern dynamic and fast-changing world.  The reality that experimentalism approach focuses on equipping students with practical skills, hands-on problem-solving skills, projects (Silvernail, 2015). It also enables students to work collaboratively, aligns it with the current world. Also, the experimentalists advocate for interdisciplinary study and thus motivating development in all facets of the global economy. Therefore, by the preference of experimentalism educational philosophy is based on the fact that it trains learners for daily living, citizenship as well as future careers (Wiles, 2014).
Survey on Educational Philosophies
1=Strongly Disagree 2=Disagree 3=Neutral 4=Agree 5=Strongly Agree
	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1
	Ideal teachers ask Constant questions
	
	
	
	
	X

	2
	Schools exist for societal improvement.
	
	
	
	
	X

	3
	Teaching should center around the inquiry technique.
	
	
	
	X
	

	4
	Demonstration and recitation are essential components for learning.
	
	
	
	
	X

	5
	Students should always be permitted to determine their own rules in the educational process.
	
	
	
	
	X

	6
	Reality is spiritual and rational.
	X
	
	
	
	

	7
	Curriculum should be based on the laws of natural science.
	
	
	X
	
	

	8
	The teacher should be strong authority figure in the classroom.
	
	
	
	X
	

	9
	The student is a receiver of knowledge.
	
	
	
	
	X

	10
	Ideal teachers interpret knowledge.
	
	
	
	
	X

	11
	Lecture-discussion is the most effective teaching technique.
	
	
	
	X
	

	12
	Institutions should seek avenues toward self-improvement through an orderly process.
	
	
	
	
	X

	13
	Schools are obligated to teach moral truths.
	
	X
	
	
	

	14
	School programs should focus on social problems and issues.
	
	
	
	
	X

	15
	Institutions exist to preserve and strengthen spiritual and social values.
	X
	
	
	
	

	16
	Subjective opinion reveals truth.
	X
	
	
	
	

	17
	Teachers are seen as facilitators of learning.
	
	
	
	
	X

	18
	Schools should be educational “smorgasbords.”
	
	
	
	X
	

	19
	Memorization is the key to process skills.
	
	
	X
	
	

	20
	Reality consists of objects.
	
	
	
	
	X

	21
	School exists to foster the intellectual process.
	
	
	
	
	X

	22
	Schools foster an orderly means for change.
	
	
	
	
	X

	23
	There are essential skills everyone must have.
	
	
	
	
	X

	24
	Teaching by subject area is the most effective approach.
	
	
	
	
	X

	25
	Students should plan an active part in program design and evaluation.
	
	
	X
	
	

	26
	A functioning member of society follows rules of conduct.
	
	
	
	
	X

	27
	Reality is rational.
	
	
	
	
	X

	28
	Schools should reflect the society they serve.
	
	
	
	
	X

	29
	The teacher should set an example for students.
	
	
	
	
	X

	30
	The most effective learning does not take place in a highly structured, strictly disciplined environment.
	
	X
	
	
	

	31
	The curriculum should be based on unchanging spiritual truths.
	
	
	
	X
	

	32
	The most effective learning is non-structured.
	X
	
	
	
	

	33
	Truth is a constant expressed through ideas.
	
	
	
	X
	

	34
	Drill and factual knowledge are important components of any learning environment.
	
	
	
	X
	

	35
	Societal consensus determines morality.
	
	X
	
	
	

	36
	Knowledge is gained primarily through the senses.
	
	
	
	
	X

	37
	There are essential pieces of knowledge that everyone should know.
	
	
	
	X
	

	38
	The school exists to facilitate self-awareness.
	
	
	
	
	X

	39
	Change is an ever present process.
	
	
	
	
	X

	40
	Truths are best taught through the inquiry process.
	X
	
	
	
	



Tally Sheets
	Perennial

	Question
	#6
	#8
	#10
	#13
	#15
	#31
	#34
	#37
	Total
	Divide by 8

	My Value
	1
	4
	5
	2
	1
	4
	4
	4
	25
	3.13



	Idealist

	Question
	#9
	#11
	#19
	#21
	#24
	#27
	#29
	#33
	Total
	Divide by 8

	My Value
	5
	4
	3
	5
	5
	5
	5
	4
	36
	4.5



	Experimentalist

	Question
	#2
	#3
	#14
	#17
	#25
	#35
	#39
	#40
	Total
	Divide by 8

	My Value
	5
	4
	5
	5
	3
	2
	5
	1
	30
	3.75



	Existentialist

	Question
	#1
	#5
	#16
	#18
	#30
	#32
	#36
	#38
	Total
	Divide by 8

	My Value
	5
	5
	1
	4
	2
	1
	5
	5
	28
	3.5



Educational Philosophies Survey Questions
a. My essay was on experimentalism educational philosophy. 
b. In the survey, my highest score was on idealism
c. Yes, there was a difference, the survey results depict me as a more idealist than an experimentalist
d. I can account for the difference. First, I believe there is a similarity between the two philosophies. For instance, in experimentalist philosophy, observable and experience are considered as an absolute reality. On the other hand, idealism maintains that knowledge is gleaned through the human senses such as hearing, observation, and smell. Therefore, I would not term the results as contradictory; instead, I would term idealism as part of experimentalism philosophy.

Demographics
A. Years of Experience:
1-4 years (X)	  5-10 years ( )	11-15 years ( )	16-21 years ( )   over 21 years ( )

B. Present Teaching Level
Pre K – 5th grade (  )          6-8 Grade (X)		9-12 Grade (  )		Other ( )

C. Location of School:
Urban (X)   	Suburban (  )		Rural (  )	Other ( )

D.  Type of School:
 Public ( )	Private (X)

I authorize the professor to use the results of this survey as a teaching tool for further research.  (X)
I do not authorize the professor to use the results of this survey as a teaching tool for further research.  ()
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